THE QUARTER.
most prominent events of the past three months, as far a* JL      India is concerned, range  themselves under two  heads those of war and finance.
The operations in Afghanistan first claim our attention, and, as it is not our purpose to enter into detailed accounts of raids 'and punitive expeditions, but only to note operations and events of such importance as to affect materially the military or political position, need not occupy us long,
On the Peshawar side, major operations had been brought to a conclusion for the season before the close of the year, in the occupation of Jelalabad, where the advance portion of the force under Sir Sam Browne has since remained. In this direction no movement of strategical importance has been made, though there have been frequent expeditions against refractory tribes, and the past month has been marked by active preparations for an advance.
In the Kurm Valley the chief event of importance, since the occupation of the Peiwar Kotal, has been the worse than abortive expedition into Khost, where the post of Matoon was occupied without opposition on the 6th of January, to be abandoned again on the 27th of the same month, an episode in the war to which we shall return presently.
On the Quetta side, on the other hand, an important advance has been made since our last retrospect was written, the city of Kandahar having been occupied, without opposition, on the 8th January, and t detachments having temporarily occupied Girishk, on the road to Herat, and Khelat-i-Gilzai, on the road to Ghazni, more apparently for the purpose of feeling the country than anything else, on the 21st and 29tb January, respectively.
The expedition into the Khost Valley was no doubt undertaken by General Roberts, acting, as it is reasonable to suppose, under instructions, in the belief that the country was ready to welcome the British with open arms, and that no opposition would be met with. This, at least, looking at the numerical weakness of General Roberts* force after providing for the occupation of the Peiwar Kotal, and the extent of country to be held by it in order to keep open communications with that all-important post, is the only supposition by which the movement can be reconciled with the most ordinary military prudence. As far as regards the inhar bitants of the valley proper, this belief was, perhaps, jtistified by tfee event. The'villagers generally proved themselves friendly; no oppo-